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Good Win

fora Good Cause

By Coastal Breeze News Staff

Most of us in Southwest Florida have
heard about the exclusive Naples Winter
Wine Festival, but many do not realize that
this extravagant event is a major fundraiser
for Collier County’s underprivileged and at-
risk children.

This year’s Naples Winter Wine Festival
takes place January 29-31, 2016 at the Ritz-
Carlton Golf Resort in Naples. The three-
day gala brings out the area’s wine enthu-
siasts and philanthropists to raise millions
of dollars for the Festival’s founding orga-
nization, the Naples Children & Educa-
tion Foundation (NCEF). Since 2001, the
Festival has raised more than $135 million
dollars to support NCEE helping more than
200,000 children. NCEF supports chari-
table programs that improve the physical,
emotional and educational lives of our com-
munity’s most vulnerable children.

The trustees’ vision of the NCEF is
what made the dream of the Wine Festival
become a reality. The idea was to create an
exquisite event, with proceeds benefiting
local charities that assist underprivileged
and at-risk children. These two goals drive
the trustees to ensure the festival is a huge
success.

Laura and Jim Dixon, co-chairs for the
2016 Naples Winter Wine Festival, an-
swered the many questions we had about
this amazing event.
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Linda and Tom Koehn attend last year’s
gala, glass in hand.

I would like to know about the plan-
ning of the event, how many people in-
volved and how long it takes to plan?

The planning of the festival is a group
effort, spearheaded by the festival co-chairs
and supported by an amazing group of
trustees, volunteers and staff. This year we
are co-chairing the event with Sandi and
Tom Moran, who also co-chaired the 2015
Naples Winter Wine Festival and did a fab-
ulous job. Planning is a long process that
begins when the previous Festival ends,
and continues throughout the spring, sum-
mer and fall, right up to the day the Festival
begins. One of our founding trustees joked
that planning the Naples Winter Wine Fes-
tival is like throwing several dozen wed-
dings at once!

What is the event like to attend? How
is the experience memorable?

This event is truly one of the most antici-
pated weekends of the year, and a tremen-
dous opportunity to make a real difference
in the lives of children in our community.
From the moment the weekend opens with
Meet the Kids Day, guests have the oppor-
tunity to meet the organizations and chil-
dren benefiting from the funds raised at the
Festival, and see the impact we’re having on
the community. It’s amazing to think of all
that has been accomplished since the Festi-
val began in 2001.
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Fun at the Wine Fest (from left): Nancy
Plourde, Donna Solimene, Doug Plourde
and Lenka Tichy.
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Of course, we can’t forget the excite-
ment of the live auction and the amazing
opportunity to drink fabulous wine and
enjoy wonderful meals with our friends.
It’s a weekend that can’t be missed!

How will this year’s event be differ-
ent than last year?

This year, we’re holding a special
event on January 28, the day before the
Naples Winter Wine Festival officially be-
gins, to celebrate one of the most historic
wine events of the 20th century, when two
American wineries, Chateau Montelena
and Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars, beat the top
chateaux and domaines of Bordeaux and
Burgundy in a blind tasting, catapulting
California wines onto the world stage. The
participants of the legendary 1976 Judg-
ment of Paris will come together for the first
commemorative event celebrating its 40th
anniversary. Tickets to this event are $1,500
per person and are currently on sale. (For
more information call 239-514-2239).

Tell us about a special wine, and how
it was chosen?

This year, proprietors from more than
40 wineries in 13 global wine-producing re-
gions, eight countries, and three continents
will be at the Festival pouring some of the
most sought-after and collectable wines in
the world.

This year’s Honored Vintners are Paul
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Last year’s delectable dessert display
by the Naples Ritz-Carlton.

2015 Wine Festival guests Susan Steilow
and Penny and Lee Anderson are cheered on by Ann Bain,
Chuck Hallberg, Taylor Moore and Benny Tabatabai.

and Emily Michael of the Peter Michael
Winery, who have been selected because of
their commitment to the Festival and their
fabulous wines, some of the most highly rat-
ed in the world. Of the 214 reviews of their
wine by legendary critic Robert Parker, Jr.,
200 were awarded 90 or more points and
five received perfect 100-point scores. Now
that’s impressive!

‘Who will be the chefs?

More than 20 of the nation’s top chefs
will head to Naples for the Festival this year.
They come from 17 different cities across the
United States, including ten from Califor-
nia. Each of these
chefs is extremely
talented, and we’re
lucky to have them.
Together, they have
earned a collective
, nine James Beard
~% Awards and mul-
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The incredible wine bar at the 2015 Naples
Winter Wine Festival.
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Stunning table décor from
the 2015 Wine Festival.

community and help even more underprivi-
leged and at-risk children succeed.

Where can we get more information
or tickets?

Ticket packages to this year’s Naples
Winter Wine Festival start at $10,000 per
couple. A $25,000 package that includes re-
served seating for a party of four under the
tent at a vintner dinner is also available. For
more information about the Festival, please
visit www.napleswinefestival.com or call
888-837-4919.

The incredible wine and food are just
two of the Wine Festival’s many stars;
the auction items are also spectacular.
One winning auction bidder will become
the first North American customer to re-
ceive the new Rolls-Royce Dawn, which is
widely considered to be the most luxurious
convertible, according to a Wine Festival
spokeswoman. The Rolls-Royce was cus-
tomized for the Naples Winter Wine Festi-
val, and will include treadplates that read,
“Build No. 1 for Dawn in
North America.”

Jim Dixon, co-chair
of the 2016 Wine Festival
says, “The diversity and
quality of the items up for
auction are truly astound-
ing and a testament to the
unwavering generosity of
our trustees and support-
ers, all of whom give to im-
prove the lives of children
inneed.” Also up forbidis a
private stay at the Lasseter
Family Winery, hosted by
the winery’s founder, Pixar
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Award nominations, several Michelin stars,
numerous four star reviews and scores of
additional accolades, including “Best New
Chef,” “Rising Star” and “Best New Res-
taurant,” among many others.

Many don’t finalize their menus for the
Vintner Dinners until they’ve tasted the
wines that will be poured at their dinner.
From there, they create fabulous meals that
pair perfectly with the wine.

Fundraising goal for event? What will
the funds be used for?

Every dollar raised at the live auction
funds the Festival’s founding organization,
the Naples Children & Education Founda-
tion (NCEF), whose annual grants and stra-
tegic initiatives have provided more than
200,000 children with the services and re-
sources they need to excel. Each year we try
to outdo what we raised the previous year
so that we can continue giving back to the
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founder John Lasseter, and
it includes a dinner screen-
ing of a Pixar movie, paired
with wine, of course.

Other auction items include 52 mag-
nums of world-class wine, one from each
of the participating vintners; a trip to both
Napa Valley and New Zealand courtesy of
Mayacamas Vineyards, special tastings
with the Mayacamas winemaking team in
California and award-winning golf and fly
fishing excursions in the heart of New Zea-
land; and attendance at the 2016 Victoria’s
Secret Fashion Show, with backstage pass-
es and access to the model after-party.

What is especially exciting this year is
that an online auction has been opened. The
public can bid on many unique wine and
culinary experiences, travel adventures,
jewelry and more, and it all benefits a good
cause: NCEE Bidding will close at 11 AM
on Sunday, January 31.

For more information on the Naples
Wine Festival, or to bid in the online auc-
tion, visit www.napleswinefestival.com.



